
 
Writing-to-Learn  
 
 Writing-to-learn can be utilized in all curriculum areas. When students are 
asked to write about what they have learned (read, watched, or heard), it allows 
students to reflect on what they have learned and recall it in a personalized, 
meaningful way.   
 Writing-to-learn activities are brief and can be assigned at anytime during 
the lesson (before, during, and after).   
 Note: When all teachers require students to follow basic writing 
conventions (capitalization, punctuation, sentence structure, and spelling) as well 
as legibility, it reinforces the skills students need to communicate effectively 
through the written word. 
 
 
After Lesson/Reading  

from Teaching Reading in the Content Area, McRel, p. 157. 
 
“The Last Word” or “Exit Cards” 
 
Students spend the last ten minutes of class writing to the teacher in a letter 
format about something they do not understand or need help with in the current 
unit.  In addition to revealing to students what they do not know, this writing task 
can let the teacher know what needs to be reviewed or clarified during the next 
lesson.  Students who did understand the lesson can write to the teacher 
explaining what they learned. 
 
“The Last Word” can be written on a 3 x 5 (or larger) card or notebook paper.  If 
using notebook paper, student can write more than one entry on a page.  Make 
sure they date each entry or card. 
 
Example from Earth Science  
       January 9, 2015   
    
Dear Ms. Blank, 
 
 The Chapter on “How Plates Move” was interesting because it 
explained how many natural disasters start beneath the surface or crust of 
the Earth.  I still don’t understand why the Pacific Ocean has more 
earthquakes and volcanoes than other parts of the world.  Could you also 
explain “transform boundary”?   
       Your favorite Student 
(Exit Card or “The Last Word” can be graded on sincerity of effort.) 


